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ORGAN DONATIONS AND TRANSPLANTATIONS 

332. Mr P.W. ANDREWS to the Minister for Health: 

I was pleased to read media reports recently about the first heart-lung transplant being carried out in Western 
Australia.  I thank the minister for his personal commitment to that area of health services.  Will the minister 
advise the house on the rate of organ donation in Western Australia? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question.  It is my view that organ donation and transplantation are 
rapidly becoming an iconic success story for the Western Australian public health system.  I am delighted to 
announce that, as of this month, Western Australia has the highest organ donation rate of any jurisdiction in 
Australia, exceeding even South Australia, which has traditionally been considered as the country’s benchmark.  
Last year there were a total of 23 organ donors in Western Australia compared with 18 in 2003, 15 in 2002 and 
13 in 2001.  After only the first five months of this year, Western Australia has already had 13 organ donations 
compared with eight in South Australia.  The number of Western Australians who have registered as organ 
donors is 33 per cent of the population.  Our objective is to increase that figure to above 50 per cent.  Western 
Australia’s performance can be attributed to a number of factors, particularly the success of a pilot trial of a 
medical donor coordinator position at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital; 24-hour rostering of a surgical retrieval 
team at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital since August 2004; an extensive and ongoing community education 
campaign undertaken by the state’s organ donation agency, DonateWest; legislative changes that the government 
has put through this Parliament; and efficient networking between DonateWest and the medical community.   

The government is also taking several other significant steps to increase the number of potential donors in 
Western Australia, including the employment of a medical donor coordinator at each of the tertiary hospitals in 
Western Australia, the implementation of a protocol for non-heart beating kidney donation, and promoting live 
donation by developing laparoscopic retrieval of kidneys.   

The government is also pleased at the commitment of an additional $1.5 million to expand the heart transplant 
program last year to include lung transplantation for the first time in Western Australia.  It means that Western 
Australia is truly becoming a leader in the area.  The government intends to drive it harder and harder to ensure 
that the quality and extension of life for so many Western Australians will continue to be enhanced by organ 
transplantation. 
 


